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The European Commission:
Funding Innovative Research
and the Growth of Information
Technology

To foster innovation and promote the develop-
ment of cutting-edge information technologies,
me European Gommm[nn has established the
Technologles (IST).
Programme as part 01’ the Fifth Framework
Programme covering Research and Technological
Development. The IST Programme, with a budget
of €3.6 blllion over five years, builds on the
convergence of communications and media
technologies and sponsors projects that will lead
to an expansion of the Information Society. IST
funds projects in areas such as mobile and
persanal i imul. 1 and visuali-
sation technologies, and multimedia content,

To ensure that IST is responsive to novel and
PIOE; ideas, the C has created
& programme under IST called the Future and
Emerging Technologles (FET) Progi to
promote the development of new technologies
that will have a significant impact on the
economy and society. The FET Programme funds
bold, high-risk Ideas, as well as
long-term research projects that
might bedifficult to fund under
traditional grant programmes.

For more information on ST, go to
hittp:/ /www.cordis.lu/ lst/home.itm]

The UK:
and Innovation

Fostering Integration

The UK recently announced a new £70 milllon
technology investment programme, with most of
the funds uedieeten o prurnnllng the integration
of next-g logies into
pro -and b practi The Investment
Is designed to fnstsr the kind of innovation that
gives citizens broader access to the benefits of

technology in their everyday lives.

The programme encourages top researchers,
manufacturers, and marketing strategists to
invent ways of adding the fumﬂimlm n'l‘ cut-
ting-edge technologles to

One result could be uevelooment ot’ integrated
household appliances that communicate with
each other and the Internet, such as washing
machines that read and follow instructions on
special clothing labels, or ‘Intemnet fridges’ that
order groceries directly from the supermarket.
The programme will al5o fund collaboration
among universities, business, and government
to develop a high-speed national computer grid
for UK scientists.

ki

Examples of excellence

Germany: Multimedia Warkplaces for the Future

The German gnrrnwm: las become a leading promoter of innovative
nses of info technologies with its Muitimedia am Arbeitspl
(MAP) project. The €21 million project takes the use of | um.lnmtdh in the
workplace fo o new level. Lounched in November 2000, MAP is an
ambitiows collaboration of public and private actors under the leadership
of Alcatel SEL. Participants in the project incinde companies such as
Siemens and sofi TECH, and research instintions such as the Technical
University of Dresden and the Fraunh Instinute for Comy

Graphics. These partuers seek to realise a shaved vision - seamless inte-
grution of different information technology applications in the workplace.

Dranving upon the expertise of each pavtmer, the MAP project will develop
an integrated sysiem of security applications, mobility suppori, and com-
mmication technologies. By incorp iz voice and gesture control,
MAP will contribute to a fundamenial shifi in the wse of information and
communication technelogies in the workplace. The goal is i synthesise
technologies to make the office of the future as mobile and flexible as
preaple th hes. For mare infe , go o wwwimapl Lde

The Cyele of Innovation — integraved Saftvare Suites

The software industry must continwally imovate in ovder to kevp up with
hnelogies and the changing needs of users. This cyele of innova-
tion has led to the
development of
imwgrated software
suires that give users
access fo many
different funciions in
a single, easy-to-use
product. Responding to the d
¢ s, Microsoft launch
decade ago. Since then, other major (T ¢ dnave also
the market demand for imegrated software packages,

Oracle Corporation s recenthy-lavnched 11 E-Business software swite, for
example, is a fully-integrated collection of software tools that enables o
company o move its entire operation - from procurement o custamer
relationship management = ta the Internet. Different program modides
can be accessed by emplovees, partners, and customers using only their
IWeb browsers. Ovacle Viee President Ron Wohl observed thar “when
given the choice, any business wonld prefer e-Business applications that
ure already imtegrated rather than wndertake the custom integration
effort themsehes.”
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Microsoft in Europe online:

Feedback: At Microsoft we are eaper to hear your thoughts and ideas
on innovation through integration. When you have @ moment, please
send us your Wmmems and remarks concerning this issue by
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